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because the kilt leaves the legs freer and stronger for, going up and down the hills " I remarked, " Your Majesty and I being hill men understand one another/' The Ameer laughed heartily and, with a very humorous glance at Lord Kitchener, added, " Wrong box, Your Excellency!"
The next time we met was when the Ameer dined with us at Belvedere on Friday, the 1st of February When his carriage drove up at the door, I received him at the bottom of the steps, and taking his hand in mine, according to Oriental custom, I conducted him into the drawing-room The company were standing about the room As we entered the Viennese band played the Afghan National Anthem, of which the music had been obtained through the military authonties of the Punjab As the first chord was struck His Majesty stood fast, and, with his hand to his hat, he took the salute When the Anthem was over he turned round and courteously thanked me. He and I then led the way to dinner, hand in hand in Oriental manner, Lady Fraser being taken by a member of my staff to her place next to His Majesty, and the lady whom I ought to have brought to dinner being taken to her place by the Private Secretary. I placed Col. Sir Henry M'Mahon on the other side of the Ameer so that he might act as interpreter for His Majesty when required, but there was also an Afghan interpreter standing behind his chair Three sirdars of his staff were at table, and two pages who had accompanied him were given their dinner elsewhere
The Ameer was most cheery throughout the dinner He talked to Lady Fraser partly in English and partly through the interpreter in Persian, breaking out now and again into Hindustani, of which he has some little knowledge, so as to see how far she could speak the language, a matter m which he appeared to be considerably \ interested. His conversation was of the frankest character, and every now and again he broke into jest and laughter. His face is a very difficult one to photograph, because it is so very different when it is at rest from what it is when lighted up and animated in conversation. He expressed